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PART 1
gcts, O:i‘diliaucé_s, Pi_-gsident’s Orders and Régulitiun‘s
SENATE SECRETARIAT
, _Is_!améqu, the 27th Ju{y, 2015

No. F. 9(6)/2015-Legis.—The following Act of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) received the assent of the Pre51dent on 23rd .luly, 2015, is hereby
published for generat mfonnatlon — :

Act No. VII oF. 2015
An Act to amend the Seed A‘.c’.’, 1976

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Seed Act, 1976 (XXIX of 1976), for
the purposes hereinafter appearing; -

- AND WHEREAS the Provincial Assemblles of Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh have passed resolutions under Article 144 of the
Constitution of the Islamic. chubllc of Pakistan to the effect that Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) may suitably amend the aforesaid Act;

It is hu‘cby enacted as fol[ows -

1. Short title and commencement—(l) This Act rnay be called the
Seed (Amcndment} Act, 2015

(545)
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(2) It shall come into force at once.

2, Amen:dmcnt of section i, Act XXIX of 1976.—In the Sced Act,
1976 (XXI1X of 1976), hereinafter called as the said Act, in section Z,—

(1) forclause (a), the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“(i) “accredited laboratory” means any seed testing laboratory
established in public sector or private sector and accredited by
an appropriate organization as may be prescribed; .

(i) “approved seed” means seed true to species as approved by the
Federal Seed Certification and Registration Department;™;

(2) clauses (b), (c), (d), (f), (&), (h), (0), (), (k), (1), (m), (n), (0). (p), (q),
(r), (s),(t), and (u) shall be renumbered as clauses (iii), (iv), (vi), (xii),
(xiii), (xv), (xvi), (xvii), (xviii), (xx), (xix), (xxi), (xxii), (xxiii), (xxiv),
(xxvi), (xxviii), (xxx) and (xxxiii) respectively. '

(3) Clause (e) shall be:omiﬁed.

(4) for clause (iii), renumbered as aforesaid, the following shall be
substituted, namely:—

“(iii) “basic seed” means progeny of the pre-basic seed produced by
any public sector or private sector organization and certified by
the Federal Seed Certification and Registration Department;”;

(5) = in clause (iv), renumbered as aforesaid, for the word “Agency”, the
. words “and Registration Department” shall be substituted;

(6) after clause (iv), renumbered and amended as aforesaid, the following
new clauses shall be inserted, namely:—

“(v) “enlisted variety” means a variety é;nlisted by the Fedcral Sced
Certification and Registration Department under Section 22A;

(7) in clause (vi), renumbered as aforesaid, for the word “Agency”, the
- words “and Registration Department™ shall be substituted;

(8) after clause (vi), renumbered as aforesaid, the following new clauses
shall be inserted, namely:— .

“(vii) “Federal Seed Committec™” means Federal Seed Committee
constituted under section 221;

(vil) “genetically modiiﬁcd variety” means plant varieties which have
been bred by genetic engineering involving molecular techniques
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that modify, recombine and transfer genes or segments of gen etic
material and includes recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)
techniques that transfer genes or segments of genetic material
between genotype and also apply to plant varieties derived from
a living modified organism; :

(ix) “horticulture nursery” meansany grounds or premises on which
nursery plants are propagated, grown or procured for resale
and held for sale throughout the year;

(9) after clause (ix), inserted as aforesaid, the following clauses shall be
_inserted, namely:— -

" “(x) “hybrid” means (1) the first generation offspring of a cross
between two individuals (plants) differing in one or more genes;
(2) the progeny of a cross between species of the same genus
or of different genera;

(xi) “misbranded seed” means a seed if—

(i) it is a substitute for, or resembles in a manner likely to
deceive, another plant variety or hybrid of sced under the
name of which itis sold, and is not plainly and conspicuously
labelled so as to indicate its true nature;

(i) itis lalsely stated to be the product of any place or country;

(i) itis sold by a name which belongs to another kind or plant
variety or hybrid of seed;

(iv) false claims are made for it upon the label or otherwise;

(v) whensold in a package which has been sealed or prepared
by, or at the instance of, the person engaged in seed business
and which bears his name or address, the contents of each
package are not conspicuously and correctly stated on the
outside thereof within the limits of variability prescribed
under this Act;

- (vi) the package containing it or the label on the package, bears
any statement, design or device regarding the quality or
the kind or plant variety or hybrid of seed contained therein,
which is false or misleading in any material particular or if
the package is otherwise deceptive with respect to its
contents; '
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(vii) - it is not registered in the manner required by or under this
Act, - : i

(viii) its label contaum any reference to rcglstratlon ether than
registration number; g

(ix) its label does not contain a:awarning or caution which may
~be necessary and-sufficient; if complied with, to- protect -
~ human, animal and plant life and health or to avon:l senous
- prejudice tothc envnmnment T S

(x) the package containing it or the label on the package bears | -J:
the name of a fictitious individual or company as the dcaler S
of the kind or plant variety or hybrid; or

(x1) it.is not labelled ."in accordance with the req‘u-iremehts of
this Act or the rules made thereunder;

(10) after clause (xiii), renumbered as aforesaid, the following new clauses
shall be inserted, namely:— :

“(xiv) “person” means any rlatural or legal entity and ll'lGllldES an
association of persons, firm, partnershi society, group of
p P P Y. group
persons, a public or private limited company, corporation,
cooperative society or: any other body. corporate'”

(11) in clause (xx), rcnumberf.d as aﬁ::resald for the words and figure
“National Registration Agency under section 8", the words and figure
“Federal Seed Certification Department under section 22A™ shall be
substituted; :

(12) for clause (uxiii), renumbered as afére'séid, the following shall be
substituted, namely:— ' el

“(xxiii) “seed” means any of the branded reproductive or vegetative
prapagatmg material of the plants of field crops, vegetable crops,
fruits, spices, medicinal herbs, flowers, shrubs, forest trees, other
plant species and mushroom spawn used for sowing or planting
the genera or species prescribed by the I ederal Government;”;

“(13) aﬂer clause (XXIV), renumbercd as aforesald the foll.owmg new
clause shal1be inserted, namely — : ot

*‘(uv) “seed busmess" means any- commcrma] oPeratmn of séed
involving production, processing, conditioning, packavmg,
distribution, import and export of seeds; :
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(14) After clause (xxvi), rcnumbered as aforcsaacl the followm g new clause
shall be inserted, namely:—- iy :

(xxvii) “seed dealer’™means any pcrmn reglstered as seed dealer under
this Act”; ' :

(15) after clause (‘{KVIII ), renumbered as af01esa1d the foll owmg new
clause shall be inserted, namely:—

“(xxax) “seed processing’ meansihe process by which seeds and planting -
materials are dried, threshed, shelled, ginned or delmted
(in cotton), cleaned, grader] or treated;” ' '

(16) in clauses (xxx), renumbered as aforesa1d ihe word “and”, occurring
at the end shall be omitted;

(17) after clause (xxx), renumbered -a_lnd' amended as aforesaid, the
following new clause shall be inserted, n-amcly'—

*(xxxi) ‘tumnnatortechnology means g,cuulc mod:ﬁ(.dllon thal. includes

gene or gene sequences which restrict getmination of the seed

0L produced by the plant vanety or hybrid durmg the next subsequent
e \ year ofplantmg, :

(18) afterclause {xxxi},renumbered and inserted as aforesaid, the following
new clause shall be inserted, namely:—

© *(xxxii) “truthfully labelled seed” means.seed of a registered variety or
hybrid produced locally or 1mported and ‘which conforms to
standards as prescnbed under the rules;”

(19) in clause (xxxiii), rcnumbered as. aforesa:d for full stop-at the end a
semicolon and word *; and” shall be substituted and thereafter the
following new clause sha]l be added; namiely:—

“(xxxiv) “variety evaluation committee™ means the committee constituted
for evaluation of candidate crop varieties in the country as may
be prescribed.”.

3 3. Amendment of section 3,Act XXIX of 1976 —In the said Act, in
* section 3, for the words “of Agriculture” the words “the Mm;wtry concemed” shall
be substituted.

4. Amendment of section 5, Act XXIX of 1976.—In the said Act, in
section 5, for the word “Agency”, the words “and Regtstraﬁon Department” shall
be substituted. :
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5.  Amendment of section 6, Act XXIX of 1976.—1In the said Act, in
section 6, in the marginal note for the word “Agency” the words “and Registration
Department” shall be substituted,

(1) in the marginal note, for the word “Agency”, the words “and
Registration Department” shall be substituted;

(2) for the word “Agency”, the words “and Registration Department”
shall be substituted;

(3) inclause (i), for the words and semicolon “seed Certification Officer;
and”, the words and semicolon “persons-engaged in the seed business;” )
shall be substituted; and _ : _ 5

(4) “in clause (j), for full stOp atthe cnd ‘asemicolon and the word “; and”™
shall be substituted and thereafier the following nesw clauses shall be-
added. namely — -;:'_ ; : : -

‘(L) condut,t pre- registratmn checking of vanetles of both public and

- “private sgctqrs submitted fpr the purpose of —
(1) determining agr’mwnﬁ ic value regarding regional suitability
for registration as a plant variety or hybrid evaluated by

variety evaluation committee;

(ii)“ | providing definitive botanical description of plant varieties;
and

(iii) providing information on genetic suitability and adaptability
of varieties;

(I) register seed varieties after conducting pre-registration checking
under clause (k);

(m) pubhsh a Imtofreglstered plant varieties;

() perform such olhcr functlons as the National Seed Cuuncll may
entrust to it; and -

(0)" propose procedures for maintaining purity of the seed stock and
conduct resea’rch in seed science and technology.”.

6. Omussmn of sections 7 and 8, Act XXIX of 1976.—In the said
Act, sections 7 and 8 shall be omitted.
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7. Amendment of section 11, Act XXIX of 1976.— In the said Act,
in section 11,~~ '

(1) - inthe marginal note, fortheword “notified®, theword ‘plant™ shall be
suhstlluted and. -

(2 the ex:stmg prov1smn shall be numbered as sub-section (1) of that
| sactwn and after sub-section (1), numbered as aforesaid,—

(a) forclause(d), the following shall be suhstitl.ited namely:— |

“(d) any other reqm:ement as may be prescrlbed has been
* complied with.";and - .

(b) - after sub-section (l) numbemd and amended as aforesaid, the
_ fo]lowmg new sub=section sha!l be added, namely:—

‘.‘(2) No person sha.ill.sell, advertise or hold in stock for sale,
seed of any plant variety or hybrid banned or not approved
by the Federai Government or a Provincial Government.”

8. Amendment of sections 12 13, 15,16, 17, 18 and 19, Act XXIX
of 1976.—In the said Act, in sections 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19, for the word
“Agency”, wherever occurrmg, the words “and l{eglstratlon Department” shall be
subshtulcd

9. Amendmcnt of section 2(] Act XXIX of 1976 —In the c.md Act
in section 20,—

(1) in suh section (1) for the word “Agency the words © and Registration
; -'Departmenl” shall be substltutmd

(2) insub-section(2), in clause (_a), after the word “assistanee”, the words
“of law enforcement agency or district administration” shall be inserted;
and -

(3) sub-section (3) shall be omitted.

10. Amendment of sec’:t’idjl 21, Act XXIX of 1976.—In the said Act,
in section 21, in sub-section (1), for the words “crop of any seed of any mu['cd or
enlisted variety”, the words “seed of cmy crop’ ‘ih&ll be substtl.ulcd

i1. Insertion of new scct;nns 22A, 22]3_, 22C, 22D, 22K, 22F, 22G,
22H, 221 and 22J, Act XXIX 1976.—In the said Act, after section 22, the following
new sections shall be inserted, namely:— S

!
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“22A. Registration or enlisting of plant variety or hybrid.—

(1) An application for registration of plant varicty or hybrid shall be madein

such form and be accom pamed by such ﬁ:e and :.hal! contain such information
~as may be prescrlbed ;

(2) Subject to the prowsnons of section ZZE, the Federal Seed Ccrtif‘ cation
~and Reg[stratmn Department may reglster or. enlist ar refuse 'to register

~ or enlist, a plant variety or hybrid as may be prcscribed

(3) 'The plant varieties or hybrids imported for ge’neral cultivation would
be registered or enlisted by Federal Seed Certification and Registration
Department oni the basis of the results of multi-location trials for at ;
least tw_(_:l___c_mp seasons within Pakistan as may be prescribed. s

(4) - If atany time after registration of a plant variety or hybrid, the Federal
. Seed Certification and Registration Department is satisfied, either on
a reference made to it by any person or crganization in this behalf or
otherwise, that the registration or enlisting granted by it has been
obtained by misrepresentation or suppression of essential factor
conditions of registration has been changed, then Federal Seed
Certification and Registration Department may cancel registration or
~enlisting of the plant variety or hybrld in such manner as may be
prcscnbed

(5) For the purposes of this Act a register of all rtbmucd or enlisted
plant varieties or hybrids to be called National Register of Seeds shall
be kept by Federal Seed Certification and Registration Department
wherein all specifications, as may be prescribed, shall be mamtained.

(6) The Federal Seed Certification and Reglstralmn Depﬂrtmeut shall,
‘within such intervals and in such manner as it thinks appropriate, publish
the national list of plant varieties or hybrids rcgﬁtened or enllsted during
that interval,

'22B' 'chiqttation to do seed business l-#('l") Any person may

fee as: may bc pru-.cnbcd

3) The Ministry, dealing with subject-matter of seé'd afte'f making such
~ enquiry as may be prescribed, sha]t grant reglstrauon to the applicant
spcc}lred under sub-section (1). .

4) Every registration granted urlder this Act. shall remain vai id for five
years from the date of issue of the registration unless enrller suspended
.or cancellcd : : ;
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(S) 'Every holder of the registration desirous to renew the registration

shall, before the expiry of the registration period, make an application
for renewal to the Dircctor General, Federal Seed Certification and
Registration Department together with such fee as may be prescribed.

(6) On receipt of application under sub-section (5) and a renewal
- preseribed, the Director General. Federal Seed Certification and
Registration Department, may renew the registration for another period

of five years.

(7) Incase the application under sub-section (5) is made after the expiry
of the registration, the registration may be renewed on payment of an
additional fee of one thousand rupees for each month or part thereof,
in-addition to the fee for renewal of registration.

(8) The registration shall be deemed cancelled, if—

(a) the registration is not renewed within six months after the date
~ of expiry of the registration; or
(b) the holder of the registration fails to do business for at least
three years; or :
(¢) the holder of the registration is found to be in violation of any
provision of this Act.

22C. Registration of seed dealer.—(1) No person shall sell crop
seeds at any place except under the terms and conditions of dealership
license granted to him under this Act.

(2) Pﬁ?visioné’i dealership license will be granted for one year without
pre-condition of prescribed training. g '

(3) Any person having received prescribed training from the Federal Seed
Certification and Registration Department may, for regular registration
and grant of license under this Act, apply to Provincial Government
on prescribed form accompanied by such fec as may be prescribed.

(4) The Provincial Government shall, after making such inquiry as may
be necessary, grant registration to the applicant or otherwise decide
the application within three months after its filing, :

(5) Every licence issucd under this Act shall unless carlier suspended or
cancelled earlier, remain valid for three years from the date of its
issue.

(6) Every holder of a licence desiring to renew the licence shall, before
the expiry of licence, apply to the Provincial Government for renewal
of the licence on payment of such fee as may be preseribed.

'
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(7) On receipt ofappllcanon and fee under sub-section (6), the Provincial
-Government, on the recommendation of the Regional Director, Federal
Seed Certification and Reglstratmn Dupartment may renew the
licence for another three years. : -

() -Every seed dealer shall clearly dlSplay af. ]us place of business the

sale prices of dlffereﬂt crop seeds’ held by him :ncludmg the opening
and closi ng stocks: on adally basig. 5

(9) The licence of any seed dealer shall be liable'to be canéelled if he is
: found to be in wolatlon of any pmvmon of this Act.

22D. Reglstratmn of seed pmcessmg units.—(1) No pcrson shall =
maintain-a seed processing unitunless such unit is reg:stered by the Federal
Gnvemment under this Act. H

- (2) The [‘ederal Govemment shall reglstﬁr seed processing unit if it meets

the specifications prescribed in. terms of infrastructure, equipment
and quallhed man power.

(3) Every application fm' reglslranon sha[l be made in such form and

manner and accompamed by such fee as may be prescribed.

G The Fede:ai Govemment may, aﬂer makmg such inquiry and subject -

to such conditions as it thinks fit, grant a certificate for maintaining a
seed processmg umt in such form as may be prescribed

- (5) Every seed proc'e'stsmg unit shal] furmsh perlodlc returns in su:.h form

(6) The registration shall be cancelled, if— _

(a) it has been obtained by mlsreprcsentauon as to a'material
L 'partlcular relatmg to the Spemﬁcatmn ifi terms ef infrastructure,
equlpment and qualified man pc-wcr or -

(b) the regislranon holder is found to be in vrolatlcn of any provision
LA ﬂf this Act or rules made thercunder.

22E. Restrlctmqs.g-ﬁNo person shall—

(a) conduct seed business in .Pakist_én unless er_ch"person is
registered to do so under section 22B, 22C or section 22D;

(b) -import, sell, stock or exhibit for sale,:barter or otherwise supply
~ any seed of any variety or hyh_rl"""which is not registered or
' _en[lstedundar lhm Act for culnvatmn 111 Paklstan or
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(c) import, sell, stock or exhibit for sale, barter or othefWise supply
any seed of any variety or hybrid if misbranded. ©

22F. Establishment of seed testing laboratories.—The Federal
Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, allow accredited
seed laboratories in the public and private sectors to carry out analysis of
seed of any kind or plant vanely ar hybnd under rhls Act in such manner as
may be, prescribed.

- 22G. Registration of genetically modified plant varieties.—

Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, no registration of genetically

: modified plant variety or hybnd shall be made 1F the appllcatmn for 1'eg|st1'at|0n
e e does not accompany—— :

{a) an affidavit from the apphcant dcclanng that such vanely does
not contain any gene or gene seéquence involving terminator
technology:

(b) acertificate from the National Biosafety Committee established
by the Federal Government (o the el'fcul that the traits of
gcncticalh modified variety or hybrid shall have no adverse effect
on the environment, human, animal or plant life and health; and

(¢) field data of two crop season (rials in respect of Biosafety and
performance as prescribed.

22H. Horticulture nurseries to be registered.—(1) No person -
shall conduct or carry on the business of horticulture nursery unless such
nursery is registered with the Federal Secd Certification and Registration
Department in consultation with Provincial Govemmenl

(2) Every application for registration under sub- sectlon (1) shall be made
in such form and contain such particulars and shall be accompanied
by such fee as may be prescribed.

221. Federal Seed Committee.—The Federal Government may,
by natification in the official Gazette, constitute the Federal Seed Commiltee
consisting of a Chairman and members representing the Federal Government
and Provincial Agriculture Departments, Public and Private seed sectors,
progressive farmers and any experts (o perform such functions as may be
prescribed. : '

22J. Varicty Evaluation Committee.—The Federal Government

may, by notification in the official Gazette, constitute the Variety Evaluation
Committee to evaluate candidate lines, cultivars and varieties of publicand
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private sectors and imported secd material, for diseases and agronomic
values of all fields and hDI'ticul.'t'urE crops as prescribed.”.

12. Substitution uf sectlon 23 Act XXIX of 1976.—In the said Act,
for section 23 the followmg 5hall be substltutt.d namgly:—

“23.  Offences and'-]ienal;:es.— Whoever—

(a) contravenes any provision or any rule under this Act; or =
(b) imports, sells, holds in stocks or exhibits for sale or barter or
. otherwise supply any seed of any kind or plant variety or hybrid

-deeméed to be misbranded; or

(¢) ._: ihlporll:su sells, holds in. stdck br é{hibits for salu or barter or |

which is ;mt a registered or enllsted plant variety or hybrld or

(d) _'prevents a Seed (,ertmcatlon Officer or a Seed Inspector from
taking a sample or inspecting seed under this Act; or

(e) Prevents any official from exercising any power conferred on -
~ him by or under this-Act,

shall be punish'aﬁl&-_

(i) ~ for the first offence, with imprisonment for a ten'n which
may extend to three months or with fine not exceeding
two hundred thousand rupees; and

©i) forevery su hsequentoffence with imprisonment for a term
«- . whichmay extend to six months or with fine not exceeding
six hundred thousand rupees or both

" 13. Amendment of section 24; Act XXIX. of: 1976 —In the said Act,
in section 24, aﬁelj the word “notified”, the word “or enlisted” shall be inserted.

14. Amendment of section 28, Act XXIX of 1976.—In the said Act,
in section 28, for clause (a), the following shall be substituted, namely:— -

“(a) an officer or authority subordinate to Provincial Government; or”.

AMIJED PERVEZ,
Secretary.
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